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Values and authenticity

9. Conservation of cultural heritage in all its forms and historical periods is rooted in the values attributed to the
heritage. Our ability to understand these values depends, in part, on the degree to which information sources
about these values may be understood as credible or truthful. Knowledge and understanding of these sources of
information, in relation to original and subsequent characteristics of the cultural heritage, and their meaning,' is a

requisite basis for assessing all aspects of authenticity.

10. Authenticity, considered in this way and affirmed in the Charter of Venice, appears as the essential
qualifying factor concerning values. The understanding of authenticity plays a fundamental role in all scientific
studies of the cultural heritage, in conservation and restoration planning, as well as within the inscription

procedures used for the World Heritage Convention and other cultural heritage inventories.

11. All judgements about values attributed to cultural properties as well as the credibility of related information
sources may differ from culture to culture, and even within the same culture. It is thus not possible to base
judgements of values and authenticity within fixed criteria. On the contrary, the respect due to all cultures

requires that heritage properties must considered and judged within the cultural contexts to which they belong.

12. Therefore, it is of the highest importance and urgency that, within each culture, recognition be accorded to

the specific nature of its heritage values and the credibility and truthfulness of related information sources.

13. Depending on the nature of the cultural heritage, its cultural context, and its evolution through time,
authenticity judgements may be linked to the worth of a great variety of sources of information. Aspects of the
sources may include form and design, materials and substance, use and function, traditions and techniques,
location and setting, and spirit and feeling, and other internal and external factors. The use of these sources
permits elaboration of the specific artistic, historic, social, and scientific dimensions of the cultural heritage

being examined.



