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Values and authenticity

9. Conservation of cultural heritage in all its forms and historical periods is rooted in the values attributed to the
heritage. Our ability to understand these values depends, in part, on the degree to which information sources
about these values may be understood as credible or truthful. Knowledge and understanding of these sources of
information, in relation to original and subsequent characteristics of the cultural heritage, and their meaning, is a

requisite basis for assessing all aspects of authenticity.

10. Authenticity, considered in this way and affirmed in the Charter of Venice, appears as the essential
qualifying factor concerning values. The understanding of authenticity plays a fundamental role in all scientific
studies of the cultural heritage, in conservation and restoration planning, as well as within the inscription

procedures used for the World Heritage Convention and other cultural heritage inventories.
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